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JOONDALUP MEN’S SHED 
Statement by Member for Hillarys 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [12.51 pm]: A few weeks ago, I was very pleased to again visit the 
Joondalup Men’s Shed, which is located in my electorate at the site of the old Padbury Senior High School. The 
concept of the men’s shed was developed in 2007, and since then it has become recognised as one of Australia’s 
largest male-based community development organisations. Its focus is on men’s health and creating an 
environment for its members to connect with the broader community. I am sure that all members of this house 
would agree that this is to be applauded and it is a cause that I wholeheartedly support. 
The Joondalup Men’s Shed is one of the largest sheds in Perth, with 240 members. Ably led by its president, 
Mr Bob Allen, it provides a number of services to the community, including building children’s toys. Sadly, the 
current location of the shed is completely inappropriate. It is the only shed located on Department of Education land. It 
is the only shed in Western Australia that is not located on local council land. Last year, the Department of Education 
generously granted an extension until 2019, enabling Bob and his team to continue their great work. The men’s shed 
has been working collaboratively with the City of Joondalup to identify a new building. I strongly encourage the city 
to resolve the matter sooner rather than later, because the uncertainty around its future location is hampering the 
shed’s ability to apply for potential funding streams, such as Lotterywest grants. I congratulate Bob Allen and his 
team. I look forward to many future visits, especially at their new facility eventually. 
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